FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB OF BALLARAT 


EXCURSION / NEWS SHEET 


JULY 1979 


Meeting JULY 6- C.C.V. Representative Mr. Geoff Wescott. 


Meeting AUGUST 3~ Mr. K. Norris - The Peregrine Falcon: 
A Study sate So Nie 
Excursion JULY 7- Invermay, Fungi - F. Chuk. Meet Crockers 1.30 p.m. 
Meet N.W, cnr. Norman & Doveton Sts. 1.40 p.m.(SATURDAY) 
Excursion AUGUST 5- Stuart Mill, Teddington Reservoir = 
K, Hammond. Full day leaving Crockers 9.30 a.m. 
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President: Mr. R. BORCH Phone 42 8630; Meetings, as specified, are held in the Adminisirat- 
jon Building of the Schoo! of Mines and industries, 

Vice-President: Mr. G. BINNS Phone 32 3670; Lydiard Street South, Bailarst, commencing & pm. 
Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210; EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
; ; : r CROCKERS. Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 
Treasurer: Mr. $. REYNOLDS. Phone 327721 : BALLARAT, AT 9.30 om FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 


Editor : Mrs. B. GRAY. Phone 32 2130 GR AY V.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


WORKING BEE JULY 22nd 


A Working Bee will be held at the Linton B.0.C. Paddock on 
the above date. Leaders G. Clarke and R. Thomas. This will be 
a full day, leaving Crockers at 9.30 a.m., or members welcome 
at any time. Implements to bring if you have them, rakes, hoes, 
mattocks etc. -— and your “lunch. 


WR. GEOFF WESCOTT - C.C.V. STAFF AT HEADQUARTERS 


Geoff has recently taken over the job of Director from MM. 
Reg. Johnson. He is 26 years old and has an M.Se. in Zoology 
from the University of Melbourne and an M.Sc. in Nature — 
Conservation from London University. He comes to the C.C.¥. 
from Ballarat C.A.E. where he was Temporary Lecturer in Biology. 
Before that he was a Biology Tutor at R.M.I.T. His major work 
in conservation has been on the P.I.R.G. Coastal Environment 
Study and on various projects during his time in Britain in 
1976~77. He has published works’ on intertidal biology and 
conservation. Member of various conservation groups. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT MILDURA 25/26th AUGUST 1979. 


Sunraysia Naturalists! Trust will host the next meeting on 
the weekend of Aug. 24-26 at Mildura.. Sunraysia always arranges 
outstanding excursions of great interest which will make the 
long journey for many members very worthwhile. Their guest 
speaker, Mr. Norm Favaloro, is a most interesting and stimulating 
speaker on birds and ecology in general. He is noted for his 
research work on birds, particularly pelicans. 

Please note the change in campsite from the Meier: 
(announced previously) to the Apex Caravan Park on the banks of 
the Murray. Many members will be familiar with this park and the 
numerous species of birds there, particularly honeyeaters, 
including the bluefaced honeyeater. Bob Corbould has inspected 
the park recently and found the amenity to be greatly improved. 

Ee has made a block booking of 20 powered sites for Aug. 24/25 
with ample room for camping nearby so members can be together on 
high ground. He would like to know the number of powered sites 
required. Clubs can write to him direct (R.E. Corbonuld, 204 

8th St. Mildura, 3500) or to Apex Park stating that the SNRT has 
a block booking and asking to be included. 


STELLA BEDGGOOD MEMORIAL LECTURE. 


The night of June 1st was a memorable one when St. Pauls 
‘Hall was packed with members, friends and visiting naturalists — 
‘to hear Dr. Jim Willis deliver the Stella Bedggood Memorial 
Lecture. 


The eulogy of Stella Bedggood was given by Mr. Alan Sonsee 
of Springmount; a lifelong friend of Stella, who came from 
England at an early age, and soon became an expert on 
Australia's bushland. She loved the bush surrounding Ballarat, 
particularly Infield and Mt. Beckworth, and did much for 
conservation in this district. 


Her knowledge was boundless and she was always willing to 
share it, and encourage the novice in the better understanding 
of natural history. She was a life member of the Field 
Naturalists! Club of Ballarat, an outstanding photographer, a 
tireless worker for others, and very highly respected. 

Stella will live long in our memories. 


Dr. Jim Willis, a noted botanist from Melbourne, did 
much of his early study of natural history at the School of 
Forestry at Creswick, He chose as his subject "For Love of 
Creswick" and delighted his audience with a clear, unfaltering 
commentary on a selection of slides taken in and around 
Creswick during his residence there. Dr, Willis had the 
history of the mines, the buildings and the geographical 
features at his fingertips. He also showed slides of many 
plants of the area, some of these being quite rare. 

The evening ended with supper being served by members. 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIPS FRESENTED 
? e 
Two Life Memberships were awarded by the field Naturalists! 
Club of Ballarat during the Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
evening on ist June - to her-husband Mr. Ted Bedggood and to 
Miss Mary White, formerly of Ballarat and now living in 
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Anglesea where she is secretary of "Angair.” 


Mr. Jack Wheeler of Geelong, the first life member of 
the Ballarat Club and a foundation Secretary, presented 
the certificates. 


Mr. Wheeler spoke highly of Miss White, who was a 
foundation member of the Club which was formed 27 years ago; 
and during that period she had spread the interest in Natural q 
History particularly in her work with young people. Miss 
White has now retired to Anglesea and continues her Field 
Naturalist interests there to the full, also having painted : 
over 300 wildflowers, written several books and collated 
much data on natural history. 


The second life membership was presented to Ted 
Bedggood, husband of the late Stella Bedggood. During his 
22 years of membership Ted has done much to further the 
interest of Natural History in the Ballarat region, and is 
always willing to help the Club in many ways. 
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THE ORANGE~BELLIED PARROT ‘ 
CAN WE SAVE THIS ENDANGERED SPECIES? 


in Australis we have a family group known as "Neophemas", small 
mostly ground dwelling parrots, some of which are listed as § 
rare and their future survival is causing some concern. 

They are Bourke's Parrot, Elegant Parrot, Blue-Winged 
Parrot, Rock Parrot, Orange-Bellied Parrot, Turquoise Parrot 
and Scarlet-Crested Parrot, all with mostly ground feeding 
habits and most have very restricted habitats. 

Today, however, some concern is felt for the fusure of 
the Orange-bellied Parrot which has a specialised diet and 
frequents as far as this State is concerned a specialised 
habitat. When the case of this Parrot was studied, it.was 
found that we knew so little of its life history, particularly 
of its movements ~ so members of the staff of the Fisheries and 
Wildlife of this State, has sought assistance of Naturalist 
groups to carry our survey work on the species. 


(Extract from article published in Nourdent 9/6/79.) 


CONGRATULATIONS : 


Mes. Nancy Kierath was recently presented with the 3BA- 
Courier Community Service Award Certificate. This presentation 
was richly deserved as Mrs. Kierath has spent a life time doing 
voluntary work with children and more recently with sentor 
citizens. She belongs to many societies and clubs, taking active 
roles, and leads a full and interesting life. 


EXCURSION SUNDAY 3rd JUNE 1979 


Ywenty people gathered for the afternoon excursion to the 
Union Jack Reserve. It comsists of 100 acres of State forest 
within the Shire of Buninyong, south of Fisken Ave. yet approached 
from Yankee Flat Road near to the foot of Mr. Buninyong. 
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It is deeply gullied - there being a number of creek beds 
dissecting the area, and has dry sclerophyllous vegetation through- 
out. Adjacent is a small pine plantation privately owned which 
enables comparisons between the animal and bird life, leaf litter 
and understorey in the two distinctively different vesetations. 


Barry Kentish, a lecturer in Environmental Science from 
E.C.A.E. directed our wanderings and gave us informative details 
about the Reserve. Students are using this Reserve as a research 
area for their ecological studies and Barry took us to a number 
of places where equipment was set up in order to wotain varticular 
information on the type of animals and birds using the area. The 
nesting boxes, strategically placed throughout are used by 
possums and feather-tailed gliders. Four leaf—litter ‘bins! have 
been placed in both the sclerovhyll woodland area and the pine © 
forest area. A drift line ~ a grid of black plastic in a 
ewastika design with coffee tins set in the ground ~ ha# been 
get up to take a count of the number of reptiles within the area. 
It has been found that this siting is important for an accurate 
count as the lower slopes are frequented by more creatures Baers 
the higher slopes. 


In a nearby sheltered area, plastic tubes have been placed 
or logs. Inside a tube is-tape that picks up the hairs of the 
furred animals that venture through the pipe, e.g. the brown rat, 
the house mouse and the native marsupial-mouse the brown antechinus, 
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Neat to the part of the Reserve where we parked our cars we 
saw quickly how the area has been used or misused. The Reserve 
is an area of regenerated growth after miners. had felled the 
original timber. Many old diggings are evident and some shafts 
are up to 20 ft. deep. More recent use of these mine shafts as 
rubbish dumps and vandalism of scientific equ ipment as targets 
for shooters compound tke problem of preservation and conservat— 
ion - in many places what is left is in poor shape. 


The B.C.A.E. ecological site has been zoned into two. The 
less viable zone for regeneration and research has been set out 
as a nature trail for the primary school children at Buninyong 
and for public use, while the second zone — that which we 
observed ~ is being used for research and re-development. As yet 
no bird study is being made and our Club was given the invitation 
to take up this activity. . 


Within the dry sclerophyll area 35% is messmate (E. obliqua) 
30% peppermint (E. dives and E, radiata) 30% scent bark (E. 
aromaphloia). The other shrubs are silky tea tree (Leptospermum 
myrsinoides) blackwood wattle (A. melanoxylon) black wattle (A. 
mearnsii) prickly moses (A. verticillata) creeping wattle (A. 
aculeatissima) and cherry ballart (Exocarpus cupressiformis). One 
rare species for the Ballarat area is a fine tree fern in one of 


the guilies. 


Comparison was made between the pine forest and the dry 
scleropnyll woodland: the amount and type of leaf litter common 
to each area. In a pine forest there is a thick soft litter of 
5e6 oms and in the sclerophyll woodland a drier, crunchy litter 
of leaves and sticks. : 


The pine forest provides shelter for many birds but not for 


@ variety, though many are known to fly through the area. The 


pine forest does not provide the hollow logs and branches for 
nesting marsupials and birds and the koala seen in the Reserve. 


% The blackberries along the creek banks provide quite a 
problem. It has been noted that these noxious plants provide 
shelter and food in season for both native and introduces birds. 
Spraying the plants would be totally unacceptable. The question 
arises then, what other plants to introduce into the area and how 


to combat the effects of soil erosion that would inevitably 
develop? The original understorey has long been destroyed and 
the present re~growth is sparse. The following plants were 
observed: bracken (Austral bracken), pink and white heath 
(Epacris impressa), large leaf Pea Bush (Pulteneae daphnoides), 
Golden bush pea (P. gunnii), sarsparilla (Hardenbergia violacea), 
Austral indigo (Indigofera australia), the Austral cranesbill 
(Geranium solanderi), cut leaf cranesbill (G. dissectum), Tall 
sundew (Drosera auriculata), scented sundew (D. whittakeri), 
bidgee-widgee (Acaena anserinifolia), ivy—leaf violet (Viola 
hederacea), common beard heath (Leucopogon virgatus), honey pots 
Acrotriche serrulata), trailing goodenia (Goodenia lanata), grass 
trigger plant (Stylidium graminifolium), austral bear's ear 
(Cymbonotus preissianus), australian century (Centaurium 
pulchellum). Fungi of various shapes and colours, of which the 
coral fungi was identified. 


Among the birds observed were yellow robin, crimson rosella, 
brown thornbills, blue wrens, white-eared and white-naped honey 
eaters, scarlet robin, black cap sitella. The distinctive 
melodious calls of grey currawongs and magpies, white-throated 
tree creeper and grey thrush were recognized. An interesting find 
was the almost total covering by ivy (Hedera helix) over a 
Bucalypt obliqua about 40 ~ 50 feet in height. 


Barry Kentish gave us much to think about, for the problems 
he raised are issues common for conservation and preservation of 
ell forest areas and important to come to terms with before 


further planning can be carried out. 
Margaret Tonkin. 
KHIR HAKKAR AHI AAA HHI HHH 


NOW THERE ARE FOUR. 


It does pay to watch one's step! 


The other day while strolling in the grounds of the B.C.A.E. 
at Mt. Helen, I found myself within inches of destroying the two 
well camouflaged eggs in a plover's nest. The birds were giving 
their distress call and I knew I was near something of importance 
to them. The day was sunny as was the following day when there 


were three eggs. The following day was cold and by the end of 
=e 


the week there were four eggs, now being carefully guarded and 
incubated. 

These birds, in typical style have given no regard to man's 
ways as they have nested about 430 cm from a pedestrian and traffic 
track. I give them wide berth as I do not wish to sample those 
spurs. 

It will be interesting to observe the number of eggs which 
hatch and the number of EEL baaaaes which survive. Hopefully, 
more next month. 

H. Surgess. 
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SAGA Of A WHITE-NAPED HONEYEATER . 


The trusting little bird was caught in Wendouree by 
Elizabeth Cock's (Fry) cat, and taken post-haste to Marj. and 
Kern Hammond for identification and advice. The bird was found 
to have a broken leg. 


The Hammonds have had the honeyeater for five weeks. It 


has been taken to the "vet" four times. The plastered leg was 


not setting straight the first time, so another plaster was 
applied. This is to come off a fortnight from the time of writing. 


Ken and Marj. have been busy catching spiders and insects 
for the bird's food, it also relishes honey and water and soggy 
cornflakes. It surely should recover with such tender loving 
care. 


(Final instalment next month!) 
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Australia has a number of mouse-sized tree-dwellers known 
as Pigmy Possums. They closely resemble the equally small 
Feathertail Glider, but lack the gliding membranes of that 
animal. The South-west Pigmy Possum, only very slightly 
different from the other species, inhabits south-western 
Victoria, southern parts of South Australia, and south- 
western parts of Western Australia. They are fond of nectar, 
but never miss an opportunity to grab at any insects that 
venture near, and these must make up a large part of their diet. 


